This is a commentary on Ezekiel written from the perspective of a Torah Jew. It is profound when understood from our new covenant perspective. This commentary tells the whole story and is directly written to the remnant Christian even though the author didn’t know it. Ezekiel was a Son of man, his ministry types the ministry of a remnant believer, an elect of the most High at the time of the coming of the Son of man. When the kingdom is restored.

Dan 7:22  Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom. 

Eze_2:3  And he said unto me, Son of man, I send thee to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled against me: they and their fathers have transgressed against me, even unto this very day. 

Mat_16:28  Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom. 

“in his kingdom” that’s talking about the Lord returning in his church.

Mat_24:27  For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 

The progress described here is the vapours:

Jer_51:16  When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude of waters in the heavens; and he causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth: he maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures. 

The vapours come from the Euphrates drying up:

Rev 16:12  And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. 

The vial judgements are the vials of the feast of tabernacles, I’m only realizing this right now and am not able to expound much more at this time but realizing the connection to the vial judgements as they come after the trumpets and the trumpet judgements as they connect to the feast of trumpets. These are fall feasts that are tied to the second coming.

The vapours develop into clouds, (the remnant saints, the witnesses)

Mar_13:26  And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory. 

Rev 16:18  And there were voices,(trumpets)and thunders,(tribulation) and lightnings; (truth) and there was a great earthquake, (diverse places when the truth confronts the lies ) such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. 

The author fails to realize the true implication of this work as it applies to the church. The story of Ezekiel is a similitude recorded for the admonition of the overcomers. 

To understand this commentary we simply must be clear that a Jew is a person in covenant with God and because of the work of the cross that covenant is written on our heart.

Rom 2:29  But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God. 

Ezekiel is the story of the coming of the Son of man as it connects to the ministry of the remnant saint, the new covenant Jew.

Zec 8:22  Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD. 

Zec 8:23  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you. 

This is the account of the Lord repairing the breach in his house. 

Zec 11:13  And the LORD said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the LORD. 

Zec 11:14  Then I cut asunder mine other staff, even Bands, that I might break the brotherhood between Judah and Israel. 

Chris
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(footnotes in borders by Chris Ardern)
The Haphtorah of the first day of Shavuot is taken from chapter one of Ezekiel. As is usual on Sabbaths and festivals when a Haphtorah is read, there is a connection and similarity between the reading from the Torah and the reading from the Prophets.

The reading from the Torah on the first day of Shavuot is about the Revelation on Mount Sinai and the Giving of the Torah. G-d descended on the mountain accompanied by His Heavenly Chariot and Heavenly Court. It was an awe-inspiring moment when Israel received the Torah and was consecrated as a "kingdom of priests and a holy nation" - a prophet among the nations of the world.

Exo_19:6  And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel. 

How many realize the Lord established his royal priesthood at Sinai 
In the Haphtorah the prophet Ezekiel tells us how he was likewise consecrated as a prophet. In a prophetic vision he saw a Divine revelation:

"Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I was among the captives by the river of Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of G-d (Ezek. 1:1)."

Ezekiel describes the Heavenly Chariot and the visions which he saw when the heavens opened to him. It was then that G-d made him a prophet and ordered him to carry the message of G-d to the people. Whether the people listened to him or not, even if they placed obstacles in his way, the prophet was to carry out his mission without fear.

When the spirit of the prophecy came upon Ezekiel, he was standing by the river Chebar, a tributary of the Euphrates in Babylon. It was in the fifth year of the First Captivity, which had taken place during the reign of King Jehoiachin(Jechoniah).

Ezekiel was born in Jerusalem in a priestly family. His father's name was Buzi. When Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, carried off King Jehoiachim and the "flower" of Judah into exile in Babylon, Ezekiel was among this "First Captivity." In Jerusalem Nebuchadnezzar set up the deposed king's uncle Zedekiah on the throne, and made him swear allegiance to Babylon. This was in the year 3317, eleven years before the destruction of Jerusalem. (The Prophet Habakkuk flourished at that time in the Holy Land. The third chapter of Habakkuk is the Haphtorah of the second day of Shavuot.)

The first exiles in Babylon settled down to a new life in captivity. Ezekiel kept the spirit of Judaism alive among them. But the practices of idolatry which proved Judah's undoing were deeply rooted among the exiles. The widespread idol worship of their conquerors seemed about to engulf them. Some of the exiles thought that G-d had sold them out to the Babylonians and that there was no longer any sense in keeping up the Torah and remain Jews.
This is exactly what has happened to the church as it has allowed its conquerors, mystery Babylon the Harlot to entice it away from the one true God.
It was Ezekiel's stern mission to denounce his brethren, both in Babylon and in Judah, who persisted in their sinfulness, and to warn them of the due consequences if they did not repent. The prophet was reluctant to accept this mission, but he had no choice. Thus we read:

"So the spirit lifted me up, and took me away, and I went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; but the hand of the L-rd was strong upon me. Then I came to them of the captivity at Tel-abib, that dwelt by the river of Chebar, and I sat where they sat, and remained there among them seven days in a state of stupor.
And it came to pass at the end of seven days, that the word of the L-rd came unto me, saying, Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: Therefore, hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me (3:14-17)."
The ministry of the 144,000, the coming of the Son of man:

Rev 14:7  Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters. 

Ezekiel had a difficult task in convincing his fellow exiles that the captivity was but temporary punishment for their disloyalty to G-d. He warned them that if they abandoned their faith, they would be committing national suicide. He sternly rebuked them and constantly reminded them that their fellow Jews in Judah would share their fate for the same reason that had brought disaster upon them. Many scoffed at him.

There were those who thought that no repentance could help eradicate the sins of their fathers. Ezekiel takes pains to reject this mistaken attitude. Sincere repentance will wipe the slate clean for the sinner himself. These are his words: "If a man be just, and do that which is lawful and right... hath walked in my statutes, and hath kept my judgments, to deal truly; he is just, he shall surely live, saith the L-rd G-d.

If the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die. All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him: in his righteousness that he hath done he shall live.

... Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, saith the L-rd G-d. Repent, and turn away from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin. Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new spirit (Chapter 18).

There were some Jews who thought that the Jewish people should not be different from other nations, and would be better off if they copied the way of life and customs of their non-Jewish neighbors. These dangerous ideas had to be rooted out, and it was not easy nor pleasant for the prophet to do it. He told them that not only was this wrong and evil, but that it would not work. The prophet's warning was sharp and clear:

And that which cometh into your mind shall not be at all, that ye say, We will be as the nations, as the families of the countries, to serve wood and stone. As I live, saith the L-rd G-d, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule over you (20:32-33).
Once again we see the direct similitude to what the church has done as it became more like the world to the point today the lines of distinction have vanished. The absolute antithesis of holy sanctified seperate.

Then one day Ezekiel received the sad prophecy he dreaded so. It was on the tenth day of the month of Teveth, in the ninth year of the First Captivity. Many miles away, in the land of Judah, Nebuzaradan, the general of the Babylonian armies, began his siege of the Holy City. At that very moment Ezekiel was informed of the calamity in a prophetic vision, and was ordered to record the date and the event, and to bring the sad news to his fellow-exiles.

The sad news was confirmed, and the Jews in Babylon realized that truly a prophet of G-d was Ezekiel the priest.

The prophet's call for repentance, purity and holiness, was frequently repeated.

Eze 21:27  I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no more, until he come whose right it is; and I will give it him. 

Eze 21:28  And thou, son of man, prophesy and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning the Ammonites, and concerning their reproach; even say thou, The sword, the sword is drawn: for the slaughter it is furbished, to consume because of the glittering: 
The 3 overturns likely the overturning of the temple by Nebuchadnezzar, then by the Romans in 70AD and the final overturning prophecied by Christ himself as a dual fulfillment when in the context of warning about deception refers to the stones being thrown down (spiritual stones, built into the walls.)

Mat 24:2  And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. 

Mat 24:3  And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? 

Mat 24:4  And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 

Mat 24:5  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 

The sad news of the destruction of Jerusalem and the Beth Hamikdosh reached the exiles in Babylon, and before long scores of thousands of Jews joined their brethren in the Babylonian exile.
This is the church today, in complete and utter ruin not one stone is upon another through false christs a false gospel a form of godliness with no power. 
When everything seemed lost, Ezekiel saved the day. He was no longer the stern preacher, but a consoling father full of courage and hope. He turned his harsh words against the cruel neighbors of Judah who rejoiced and gloated over Judah's downfall.

Ezekiel takes to task, in turn, the peoples of Ammon, Moab, Edom and the Philistines, foretelling their doom. He further prophesies that proud Tyre will be humbled, and the "great crocodile" (i.e. Pharaoh) will be dragged out of the Nile and slain. Egypt, which has always been a "broken reed" for Israel, will be laid waste.

Nebuchadnezzar, the instrument of G-d to punish Israel, will serve-also as G-d's sword to bring to account all the wicked enemies of the Jewish people. But, while Israel's nations will be completely destroyed, Israel will survive and attain a higher spiritual level than ever before.

The words of this Jewish author are profound when we understand the true meaning as we know that Israel is the the church. The teachings of Ezekiel were similitudes.

Hos 12:10  I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets. 

Of the future redemption of the Jewish people, (the apostate church) and of the ingathering of the exiles from the lands of their dispersion, (this is a similitude for the deceived church, Ephraim, scattered) 
Jer 23:1  Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the LORD. )
  the Prophet Ezekiel has the following Divine message:

"Thus saith the L-rd G-d; I do not this for your sake, O house of Israel, but for mine holy name's sake... and the nations shall know that I am the L-rd. For I will, take you from among the nations, and gather you out of A the countries, and will bring you into your own land. Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean... A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you... And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your G-d (cb. 36:22-28)."

During this time, after the destruction of Jerusalem and of the Kingdom of Judah, the Jewish exiles lapsed into deep despair. Torn from their land and spiritual center, they felt like living corpses, wondering if the Jewish people would ever revive. (This is describing the harlot church today) In those crucial days, the Prophet Ezekiel came forth with one of his most powerful prophecies, namely the prophecy of the Valley of Dry Bones. The prophet found himself in a valley where dry bones were strewn all over. He was to prophesy that the dry bones would be resurrected. Soon an amazing sight evolved before his eyes. A storm broke out (the great tribulation) and caused the bones to join limb to limb until they became skeletons. Presently the skeletons were clothed with flesh and skin. The dead bodies were revived by the spirit of G-d, and a mighty host rose on its feet before the prophet's eyes. 
The dry bones the prophet saw were the bones of Israel few understand Israel is the church.

Here are his words:

"The hand of the L-rd was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the L-rd, and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones... And He said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O L-rd G-d thou knowest. Again He said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, (the call of the remnant saint as the type of Son of man) and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the L-rd. Thus saith the L-rd G-d unto these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live...

Then He said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off. Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the L-rd G-d; Behold, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel. And ye shall know that I am the L-rd... And I shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you in your own land: then shall ye know that I the L-rd have spoken it, and performed it, saith the L-rd (Ch. 37-1-6; 11-14)."

In this way the prophet told his fellow-exiles that Israel was to be revived to new life and glory.

One of the great calamities of the Jewish people, which eventually led also to the destruction of the land and exile, was the split which occurred during the reign of Rechavam, the son and successor of King Solomon. The people and the country were then divided into two kingdoms: The Northern Kingdom of the Ten Tribes under Jereboam, the son of Nevat, of the Tribe of Ephraim, and the remaining two Tribes of Judah and Benjamin, which remained loyal to the House of David and Jerusalem. The Northern Kingdom was the one to suffer destruction first, at the hand of the Assyrians, while the Southern Kingdom of Judah survived for another 133 years until it was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar.

Ezekiel now prophesied that the breach between the Kingdom of Judah and that of Ephraim (the Ten Tribes) would be healed. There would be one united nation, restored to its land. The Beth Hamikdosh would be rebuilt, and Israel would enjoy unity with G-d as never before.

The Prophet Ezekiel speaks of the future reunification of the Jewish people in the following prophecy:

The word of the L-rd came again unto me, saying, Thou Son of Man, take thee one stick, and write upon it, "For Judah,"... then take another stick, and write upon it, "For Joseph," the stick of Ephraim...And join them one to another into one stick; and they shall become one in thine hand. And when the children of thy people shall speak unto thee, saying, Wilt thou not tell us what thou meanest by these? Say unto them, Thus saith the L-rd G-d... Be hold, I will take the children of Israel from among the nations, whither they are gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring them into their own land: And I will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king to them all: and they shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms any more at all. . . so shall they be my people, and I will be their G-d. And David my servant shall be king over them; and they all shall have one shepherd: they shall also walk in my judgments, and observe my statutes, and do them. And they shall dwell in the land that I have given untoJacob my servant, wherein your fathers have dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, even they, and their children, and their children's children for ever. Moreover, I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant. My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their G-d, and they shall be my people. And the nations shall know that I the L-rd do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for evermore (ch. 37:15-28)."

Dominant thought in the remnant body is that the 2 stick came together at the cross, if this were the case it would mean Gog Magog happened at the cross as well. Gog Magog is the key element in the final trumpet judgements, God allowing his own house to be completely infiltrated with false teachers, (an army of horsmen) for the purpose of separation the feast of trumpets comes right before the feast of tabernacles, the wedding feast. 
One of the famous prophecies of Ezekiel in regard to the final redemption of Israel is the prophecy about "Gog and Magog" who will lead other nations against Israel, but suffer a final debacle upon the mountains of the Holy Land. This will be the final reckoning with Israel's enemies, preceding the final redemption. Of this world shaking event, the prophet said:

"And it shall come to pass at the same time when Gog (false teachers, deceivers, serpents and scorpions) shall come against the land of Israel, saith the L-rd G-d, that my fury shall come up in ml face... in that day there shall be a great shaking in the land Of Israel... And I will call for a sword against him (Gog) throughout all my mountains... and I will rain upon him, and upon his hands, and upon the many peoples that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone. Thus will I become great, and sanctify myself; and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I am the L-rd.

Thou, Son of Man, (type of the 144,000, the coming of the Son of man, Christ manifesting in

his body, the cloud of witnesses) prophesy against Gog, and say, Thus said the L-rd G-d:

Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal: And I will turn

thee back, and lead thee astray, and will cause thee to come up from the north parts, and will

bring thee upon the mountains of Israel: And I will smite thy bow out of thy left hand, and will

cause thine arrows to fill out of thy right hand. Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of Israel,

thou, and all thy bands, and the peoples that are with thee... And I will send a fire (from the

mouths of the 2 witness body, the governers of Judah)

 Zec 12:6  In that day will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her own place, even in Jerusalem. 

Rev 11:5  And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. 

on Magog, and among them that dwell securely in the isles: and they shall know that I am the L-rd. So will I make my holy name known in the midst of my people Israel; and I will not let them profane my holy name any more: and the nations shall know that I am the L-rd, the Holy One in Israel (ch. 38:18-39:7)."

The prophet described in detail the New Jerusalem, the New Beth Hamikdosh and the New Priesthood which would eventually flourish under the reign of the House of David, the true Moshiach.

The New Jerusalem, the spiritual house built upon the cornerstone of Christ and the foundation of the apostles and prophets, the 144,000 overcomers, lively (Zao) stones built into the walls.

But what were Jews (typed as the Christian in the new covenant era)  to do in the meantime?

Ezekiel was a great teacher. He taught that the revival of the whole nation could come only through the revival of each individual. Every Jew individually was responsible for his life and conduct and had at the same time a responsibility towards the entire nation. The secret of Redemption lay in absolute loyalty to G-d and His Torah. 
(the Jewish author misses the Messiah, the new covenant,  obviously but he sees repentance and Ezekiels word written to the church the body of inward Jews covenant people Israel. This is why this understanding of Ezekiel is so important because it is written to the church. The restoration of the nation is talking about the spiritual kingdom, presented in similitude.

G-d is always ready to forgive the sinner who returns to Him in sincere repentance. "I delight not in the death of the wicked, saith the L-rd, but that he return from his evil way and live," Ezekiel taught and preached again and again.

Under Ezekiel's influence, the exiles built synagogues and houses of Torah​ study in Babylon, and the spirit of Judaism was kept very much alive. When Ezekiel died, he was sadly mourned by all Jews, but his prophecies remained to inspire them forever.

This is where the author sadly is misguided by his traditions. Judaism as we know it was destroyed, it relieved it’s deadly wound at the cross. The fact that scripture talks of the deadly wound being healed leads into another study concerning the resurrection of Judaism and the bondage to Sinai but this Jewish author knew the story in Ezekiel in it’s litteral but missed the reality as it is the example for the repentant sold Christian as he seeks the will of the father in these perilous times of deception.

After Nebuchadnezzar's death, his son Evill-Merodach ascended the throne of the mighty Babylonian empire. He released King Jehoiachin from prison and treated him kindly.

Jehoiachin remembered the prophet Ezekiel who was buried between the rivers Chebar and Euphrates. Accompanied by scores of thousands of Jews, Jehoiachin went to his grave. There he built a tomb, and nearby a synagogue. From far and near Jews made an annual pilgrimage to Ezekiel's tomb and prayed at his grave. The synagogue was always full of worshippers and students of the Torah. It was known as the Synagogue of Ezekiel and jehoiachin. Every year on the Day of Atonement a special scroll of the Torah, written by the prophet's own hand, was taken from the Ark in that synagogue and read, and a perpetual light was kept burning there for many, many years.

http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/112374/jewish/The-Prophet-Ezekiel.htm
The most important aspect of this commentary is the shift to compassion after the time of warning of the need to put down our idols, our pride (the metaphor of Pharoah as the dragon or crocodile as the text put it.) Our call to compassion to the deceive multitudes in the valley of decision the “valley of dry bones” The lesson of Ezekiel as a Son of man prophecying the type for us as remnant servants, prophets expectant as the body of the coming of the Son of man in the clouds, when Christ is manifest in his saints at his coming. 
Scripture is clear that God breaths life back into the dry bones lying in the valley, the dead bodies lying in the street of the great city. Our call as remnant believers that the Lord accounted worthy to give eyes to see. can gain tremendous understanding in looking at Ezekiel his obedience as he begins his ministry by warning, looking for those who’s heart is towards God and as a minister of hope to a hopeless world. 
This reality of the 2 sticks, Beauty and Bands, the brotherhood between Judah and Ephraim is restored. Judah as the kingdom and Ephraim as the blessing. We’ve been given the keys to the kingdom through repentance but the blessing of the birthright and dominion have yet to be realized. 

Chris
